Aad) £ sl e ) saY) cidat clles

The effect of marsh draining on biodiversity

3350 mlla sala sl Sl ualae e s,
Gloall JE g3 daala ) sl Elaal S je e

Aranru79@utq.edu.iq

Aranru79@gmail.com

07726877120-07816568882

uadlall

hage il i ¥l halie o€ lusl Aleal lge 55 (e 5500 dpapls Ay )l Y] shalic Jid
Leinbue 5 Ll jaa () LS de 6 (e 28 Fhal ¢ 51 (il A 5 4 ye gud) 3 jlaall
IS 5 el3adl a5 sl e lase Leaa ol Jie Al dalie Jalad ) e )
95 e S allall Cul ) A3y W alai o) 5 plamy g cdatal ML 55 algall sl
G Eal e e A8 all Al (i Al Candd g 4l Y Legle alaaldl caal 6l Laall
A Cauda o Lalia 1S Lgialis (10 9095 () ot Cilia g dagian 5 dmul s Clidad Clilee
Gl (53 Eumy aalall o il (e lipenl] 358 il (g Sl HUail) oSa dds OIS
A e bl ) )5l JAYT ) dadine ) did) JSLEAD) (e 232 5550
3 ) sall A8 dais SVl ¢ 53l ) ¥l Sl () sl s e 3 )l Al Uil a8
54l ela) (e Alila dac) (3585 s Laa gl g A glal) s gl )) g 5 ) o) Akl
Ghlia ) shlial @by HlSal dae laa 3 jaa L Leia 308 dlae ) (gl @il e Slad 40l
Abaiall Asuli¥) agd )y palas 15088 ) ey SI Claall e (SY) aad) agd 868 (g A
bl gall A 55 5 sy Ay

e i) A g Al gl g dagiaad) Cagiall dal je i (e A 3wl ) sl Cangy
A Jual Cligmnill 55 JDA a3 5 alall (o al il Al ) A1yl oyl
goidl 5 Al et Jleoelld il s 52002 G2 %5 G Y sbe e G L
W 4l (I Ui (e 3 algall ) salall (e Slzad Gl sl 5 Gl Jadiy 531 Sla)
Jslall e 220 Call aas LS L IS 5 (gl puza g (SLal 5 Ll g i ) dpnig)

)Y 3halie 4l Cua jad 3 il sl (e aall e aclus il

Sond iYWl Cadad | Al alill | el g il A8 el aY) sdalidal) clalsl)
Laplall leaall | S


mailto:Aranru79@utq.edu.iq
mailto:Aranru79@gmail.com

Abstract

The marsh represents a rare natural environment of its kind for a
number of reasons. First, the marshes were the cradle of the Sumerian
civilization and an environment that embraces a unique biodiversity. Its
geography and vast area, which is equivalent to the size of a country like
Lebanon, made it a resting place and provided food and reproduction for
migratory birds. It is worthy of being included in the World Heritage List
as one of the treasures of the world that must be preserved, but
unfortunately, the Iragi marshes have not been subjected throughout
history to extensive and systematic drying operations, which reached 95%
of their total area, as they were exposed to during the era of the previous
dictatorial regime in the nineties of last century, which led to the
emergence of a number of environmental problems that collectively led to
the disruption of natural ecological balance through the loss of the ability
to achieve the environmental balance and causing biological diversity
damage . This is as a result of the lack of incoming water resources and
the high percentage of salinity and pollution, which caused the death of
huge numbers of wildlife and aquatic life, as well as the extinction of
large numbers of them, causing a mass migration of the population of
those areas to other areas that provide them with a minimum standard of
decent living after they lost their main sources of livelihood represented
by fishing and raising animals.

The paper aims to present a study on the impact of the widespread
and systematic drying stages that began after the Iran-lraq war in the
eighties of last century and culminated in the nineties, bringing the
percentage of the remaining water from the marshes to 5% in 2002, and
the extent of its impact on the destruction of the environment and
biodiversity, which includes humans and animals, as well as migratory
birds from Siberia to the Indian subcontinent, which lost their habitats
and places for laying eggs and breeding. It will also present a number of
solutions that will help reduce the environmental degradation that the
marshes have been exposed to.

Keywords: Iragi marshes, biodiversity, ecosystem, draining of the
marshes, population migration, nature reserves
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